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desire her to send for Peel. Whether or no any
attempt would be made towards a coalition, or a wide
comprehension, on the formation of the Government, nothing
would induce Lord John to take office, but he would be
desirous of supporting Peel's Government, if he could with
honour, and if the circumstances attending the change
should render it possible for him as well as for others dis-
posed to follow his course, to do so. He thinks that it is of
great consequence that there should be no dissolution, which
would throw the country into a ferment, lead to violent
manifestations and declarations, and to many people being
obliged to pledge themselves to measures of a dangerous
tendency. He wishes, therefore, to place Peel in such a
situation as shall exonerate him from the necessity of a
dissolution, by giving him a fair general though independent
support ; but the power to do this depends much upon the
temper that is displayed, and upon the mode in which the
change is effected; for if the Tories cannot 'be restrained
from the exhibition of an insulting and triumphant de-
meanour, the exasperation and desire of revenge in the dis-
comfited party will be too great and general to admit of his
aiding the new Government with an imposing force, and he
is therefore solicitous that prudence and moderation should
govern the Conservative councils. I asked X. whether he
thought that there were many others likely to take this view
and to follow Lord John's example and advice, and he said
that there were.
All this, which is a brief abstract of our two conversa-
tions, appeared to me of so much importance, and, above all,
that it is so desirable that the sentiments of the Whig leader
should be made known to the future Minister, that I asked
X. whether there would be any objection to my making
known as much as it was desirable to impart of our con-
versation without committing anybody, and carefully abstain-
ing from giving what I might say the air of a communica-
tion between parties in any shape or way. He said that
it certainly might be very useful that there should be some
.such knowledge of these sentiments conveyed to the proper